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Vincent van Gogh (1853-1890)
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The Superpower of
Looking ® is the new
vision for learning that
seeks to transform the
visual literacy skills of
every child

Browse lessons
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Teaching approach

* Detail rich and high-res zoomable images are used as the centre of each lesson
* Teachers’ notes for each lesson can be downloaded and printed for support while delivering

* Explicitly teach the skill of looking, through practising exploring an image together, with the teachers’ role to support
pupils to make substantiated comments

» Start with pupil observations — what different things are they drawn to/or notice? Help them to Look, describe, discuss

* Superpower of Looking Kit questions can be used to build understanding of elements used by the artist; (composition,

space, colour, line, light, scale, material & techniques and figures) and to build subject-specific vocabulary

* Tosupport engagement, presenter videos and Everyone Learning Activities are available. These are based around
sensory responses and developed with SEND practitioners
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Department
for Education

Art and design programmes
of study: key stages 1 and 2

National curriculum in England

Purpose of study

Art, craft and design embody some of the highest forms of human creativity. A high-quality
art and design education should engage, inspire and challenge pupils, equipping them with
the knowledge and skills to experiment, invent and create their own works of art, craft and
design. As pupils progress, they should be able to think critically and develop a more
rigorous understanding of art and design. They should also know how art and design both
reflect and shape our history, and contribute to the culture, creativity and wealth of our
nation.

Aims
The national curriculum for art and design aims to ensure that all pupils:
= produce creative work, exploring their ideas and recording their experiences

= become proficient in drawing, painting, sculpture and other art, craft and design
techniques

= evaluate and analyse creative works using the language of art, craft and design

= know about great artists, craft makers and designers, and understand the historical and
cultural development of their art forms.

Attainment targets

By the end of each key stage, pupils are expected to know, apply and understand the
matters, skills and processes specified in the relevant programme of study.

The conceptual framework which
underpins all teaching and
learning in Art and Design.

Generating Ideas
Making

Evaluating
Knowledge
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Lesson resources

The Superpower of Looking with Ade Adepitan

Art UK - 70 views - 2 weeks ago

Lookin at
Vincentvar 4:14

The Superpower of Looking with Bob and Roberta Smith
Art UK - 76 views - 2 weeks ago

Looking at
HenriRot 5:24

The Superpower of Looking with Denise Mina

Art UK - 54 views * 2 weeks ago

The Superpower of Looking with YolanDa Brown
Art UK - 25 views * 2 weeks ago

Lookina =
Pieter de | 4:15

The Superpower of Looking with Rachel Martin-Peer
Art UK - 53 views - 2 weeks ago

Lookina at
Joseph Wright of 4:58

The Superpower of Looking with Gus Casely-Hayford

Art UK - 38 views * 2 weeks ago




Teacher Champion Scheme




And now for a superpower lesson!

https://artuk.org/learn/
learning-resources/the-
superpower-of-looking-
surprised-by-a-tiger

UK | Freelands LOOKING
Foundation
Surprised! by Henri Rousseau (1844-1910)

Photo credit: The National Gallery, London


https://artuk.org/learn/learning-resources/the-superpower-of-looking-surprised-by-a-tiger
https://artuk.org/learn/learning-resources/the-superpower-of-looking-surprised-by-a-tiger
https://artuk.org/learn/learning-resources/the-superpower-of-looking-surprised-by-a-tiger
https://artuk.org/learn/learning-resources/the-superpower-of-looking-surprised-by-a-tiger

Nudge questions

How has the artist created the
feel of a jungle?

How would you feel if you were
transported into this scene?
Would it matter where you
landed? What sounds would you
hear?

What or who do you think has
caught the tiger's attention?

What's the weather like in this
scene? Does the weather help
you work out what's going on?

What does the lightning strike

suggest that the tiger is about to
do?




Composition

Is the composition (arrangement
or position of all the elements in
the painting) still or moving?

So — why does the composition
feel frozen?

Does the composition move our
eyes in any direction?

Can you find any leaves which
echo the tiger's claws?

Could these menacing plants be
predicting what happens in the
next few seconds?

Can you make a list of everything
that's moving and everything
that's static?




Colour

Do any colours 'pop' from the
image and make it more
interesting?

Are colours used
naturalistically?

Are colours used symbolically? %

Are complementary colours
used?

How does the colour of the
sky create mood?

How does the artist use the
colour white?




Line
How does the artist use line?

Can you identify three
different ways the artist uses
stripes in this painting?

How does the artist use line to

make the scene look more like %

a cartoon or a collage than
real life?

How does line help create a
sense of movement?




a3 To stay up to date

o
5

* Register for our learning newsletter using the QR code below

LOOKING  Find and follow us on social media
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X @ SuperpowerLook

r(-)j thesuperpoweroflooking

Teacher Champion Mandy Barrett at
Gomersal Primary School receiving print
'| really like your Art' by Artist Bob and
Roberta Smith.

@ thesuperpoweroflooking

0 The Superpower of Looking

Photo credit David Madden Photography



https://twitter.com/SuperpowerLook
https://www.instagram.com/thesuperpoweroflooking/
https://linkprotect.cudasvc.com/url?a=https%3a%2f%2fwww.threads.net%2f%40thesuperpoweroflooking&c=E,1,W42BHZBygSY5e7ZtNkQWyVoXZxrYAfyH-0vNXermI3aTno4gmuqH6tOHApIoDQzzuROs5SVror0flGtwTwZGBi92P5Gx6OxkepUNz3wQyifywK-J3IrvKCg,&typo=1
https://www.facebook.com/thesuperpoweroflooking/

The Superpower of Looking and EAL Learners

There are more than 1.6 million pupils in state-funded
primary and secondary schools in England who use EAL, a

figure which has more than doubled over the last ten
years.

In 2022-23 22.0% of primary pupils and 18.1% of secondary
school pupils use EAL.

©24.7% of primary pupils in Stoke on Trent.
*8.7 % of primary pupils in Staffordshire.

(DfE (2023) Schools, Pupils and their Characteristics)

EAL will be
a key
characteristic
of student bodies

in many schools
for the foreseeable
future.



The Superpower of Looking and EAL Learners

Pre-teaching Vocabulary

EAL learners of all ages and at all stages of English
language proficiency can need additional support to
increase their vocabulary. The greater the vocabulary,
the easier it becomes to connect a new word with
words already known.

A great strategy is to introduce, or pre-teach, new

vocabulary in advance. This can be done through What words might you pre-teach
flashcards, word mats or visuals on the IWB. an EAL learner with low English
Repetition of the new vocabulary in speech is crucial proficiency so they could share
and helps to secure understanding of the new words their ideas about the painting?

within their contexts.



The Superpower of Looking and EAL Learners

Collaborative Activities

An example of a Listening Triangle
This includes any activities where learners are
working co-operatively in pairs or groups.
It can be very beneficial for learners who are
new to English, especially if they are working
with supportive peers.

What might
be moving in
the painting?

Confident speaker to model
Some examples of ways to structure Q somoce, o .k ot e
discussion tasks are Listening Triangles, Talk

Partners and Think Pair Share. Q ‘\Q

The activities encourage speaking, listening Tk ol o o ek EAL leamerto have a turn,using the

s_entgnce._ " think that l_he modelled sentence starter and possible
tiger's whiskers are being

2 2ok pre-taught vocabulary — “I think that the
an d exp I (@) rato ry ta | k_ blown about in the wind. figer's tail is moving.”



The Superpower of Looking and EAL Learners

Graphic Organisers

Graphic organisers can be useful for learners at

different levels of English proficiency. teeth h

They can provide the opportunity for a learner

to build their knowledge of a topic or theme. ‘ N e E
They can also provide the chance to clarify or u \ N

organise thoughts before concentrating on any ; ol
. . . . // \\
academic or subject specific language, (o)
\\ /‘/
\\\.h,«//

therefore supporting the ability to engage and

contribute in discussion activities.



The Superpower of Looking and EAL Learners

Sentence Stems

When used as a speaking frame, sentence stems
provide models of sentence construction, language

structures and vocabulary for learners to use orally.

They can be differentiated according to the level of
language proficiency or SEND.

They provide examples of language that can be
modelled by the teacher or teaching assistant and
can also be used in partner work to ensure the talk
is focused and accurate.

They can be in the form of mats, worksheets,
posters or flashcards.

What can you see in the painting?

I can see...

Would you like to be in the jungle?

Yes/No because....




Meeting the needs of ALL learners

Explore

lu&r‘

Create

Henri Rousseau

‘

Observe

Surprised! By Henri Rousseau

Find

[]

Painting

Many of the strategies shared can also
be used with children with SEND.

The revised ITTECF framework has
highlighted the importance of preparing
trainees and ECTs to be adaptive,
inclusive teachers, who are able

to provide high quality learning
experiences for all pupils.

EAL Strategies and Great Ideas - The Bell

Foundation (bell-foundation.org.uk)



https://www.bell-foundation.org.uk/resources/great-ideas/
https://www.bell-foundation.org.uk/resources/great-ideas/

SSTEC Valuing Visual Literacy Resource
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MULTI-ACADEMY TRUST

23 schools across three counties

1000 staff/7000 pupils

A range of networks for subject leaders
Art subject leads involved in the project
Overwhelmingly positive feedback
Supporting our MAT in creating a
common language framework




SSTEC Valuing Visual Literacy Resource

The resource highlights the key
subject-specific vocabulary
encountered when using visual
literacy approaches to explore

artworks.

It also has specific resources
to support EAL learners.

[F1SSTEC

Stoke and Statffordshire Teacher Education Collective

VALUING VISUAL LITERACY PROJECT
IN INITIAL TEACHER TRAINING

A resource for school based mentors, beginning and early
career teachers using The Superpower of Looking® in Art

E

—

SUPERPOWER
A T" Mfscends £ |
Foundation @ -

LOOKING




SSTEC Valuing Visual Literacy Resource

How The Superpower of Looking® resource
links to Initial Teacher Training and Early
Career Framework ITTECF

Subject and Curriculum
Standard 3: Demonstrate good subject
and curriculum knowledge

Classroom Practice

Standard 4: Plan and teach well
structured lessons

Adaptive Teaching
Standard 5: Adapt teaching

https://assets.publishing.
service.gov.uk
media/661d24ac08c3be25cfbd3e61/
Initial_Teacher_Training_and _
Early _Career_Framework.pdf

In the following sections, we will detail how The Super
Power of Looking® integrates with each aspect of the ITTECF
framework.

These examples aim to inspire further thought and
development rather than being exhaustive.

We will first connect ITTECF statements with The
SuperPower of Looking®, then introduce subject-specific
vocabulary to enhance subject knowledge.

Using precise vocabulary helps teachers, mentors, and
learners focus and interpret content effectively, aiding in the
lesson’s goals and enriching students’ learning experiences.

This vocabulary section aims to be a valuable resource for
leveraging The Super Power of Looking® materials.

We will also demonstrate how this vocabulary and
resources can support pupils with English as an Additional
Language (EAL), offering ideas to inspire your curriculum
design.

Our ideas are simply offered as one way of stimulating your
own curriculum design solutions.

Standard 3: Demonstrate good
subject and curriculum knowledge

Standard 4: Plan and teach well
structured lessons

Standard 5: Adapt teaching




SSTEC Valuing Visual Literacy Resource

Suggested questions for Mentors
and Early Career/Beginning
Teachers to explore together.

Supports ECTs/BTs in the planning
of lessons that make use of the

The Superpower of Looking©
kit.

SSTEC Valuing Visual
Literacy Project

Mentor and early career/beginning teacher planning

questions to explore together

= What objectives from the N/C do we want to deliver?

= Which lesson from The Superpower of Looking® kit
will support this?

« What prior knowledge of the pupils do | have that |
need to consider?

* Previously taught objectives?

« Are there any existing misconceptions that | need to
address?

« What formal elements of art will | focus on when
‘reading’ the image (compaosition/colour/light/
space/figures/gesture/symbols and attributes)?

« What key subject-specific vocabulary could |

introduce/revisit in this lesson?

« What questions from the kit do | need to reword

or rephrase to suit the current knowledge and
understanding of the class?

= What opportunities will there be for making

connections?

The Superpower of Looking® kit

https://batch.artuk.org/learn/learning-resources/
the-superpower-of-looking-kit




SSTEC Valuing Visual Literacy Resource

Art Subject Specific Vocabulary

r-o'erm,
Ny 1y 6%

COMPOSITION SPACE COLOUR LINE
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Eight key elements which
make up paintings.

Linked to areas of focus in The

Superpower of Looking © Kkit.

E.g. Composition, colour and line
in Surprised! example.




SSTEC Valuing Visual Literacy Resource

Content for each element

Frayer Model
Defines the element word

(e.g. Composition)

Breakdown of related subject-
specific vocabulary Tier 3 words)

Supports non-specialist teachers
in their planning and delivery.

o)

Definition:
The way various parts (or components)
have been put together and arranged.

How has the artist used composition to get
you to look more closely at the artwork?

Subject specific vocabulary:
portrait « landscape « portrait shaped
landscape shaped » picture plane
symmetrical - asymmetrical
framing device + cropped « movement

Composition vocabulary

‘Word: Portrait

Definition: A painting, photograph, drawing, etc. of a person or group of
people

Word: Landscape

Definition: A view or picture of the countryside, or the art of making such
pictures (e.g. a watercolour landscape).

Word: Portrait shaped

Definition: The painting is upright

Word: Landscape shaped

Definition: The painting is horizontal.

Word: Picture plane

Definition: An imaginary plane (flat surface) which corresponds to the
surface of the canvas (but sitting above it). Commonly associated with
the foreground of a painting just at the viewer’s line of sight.

Word: Symmetrical

Definition: Having two parts that match exactly. One half is like an image
of the other half.

Word: Asymmetrical

Definition: Having parts on either side or half that do not match.

Word: Framing device

Definition: Something that is included around the edges of an image
that draws attention to the image’s main feature and improves its artistic
quality.

Word: Cropped

Definition: To remove some or all of the edges from a picture, leaving
only the most important part.

Word: Movement

Definition: Techniques an artist might use to create a sense of movement
include using a solid or dotted line to draw the eye naturally along a path.




STEC Valuing Visual Literacy Resource
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Art has the role

in education of helping
children become like
themselves instead of
more like everyone else.

-Sydney Gurewitz Clemens




Next Steps
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Valuing Visual Literacy Project - Stoke and Staffordshire
Teacher Education Collective (sstec.online)



https://sstec.online/valuing-visual-literacy-project/
https://sstec.online/valuing-visual-literacy-project/

The Superpower of Looking’s Art Adventure
Online Wednesday 2nd October 2024

This October you can explore inspiring artworks from
galleries in Glasgow and Walsall — led by artist Sarah
Graham on a virtual visit from the comfort of your
classroom.

Sign up to receive free access to the Art Adventure m A
resources, specifically designed for primary school
children, including:

* avideo

 class discussion prompts

* art activity

* option to complete an Arts Award at Discover level



https://artuk.us10.list-manage.com/subscribe?u=3c31dd6f44fbb7505b1daafce&id=293aad0621&utm_source=Schools+newsletter&utm_campaign=ecc4d980d2-LEARNING_NEWSLETTER_2023_06_08&utm_medium=email&utm_term=0_293aad0621-ecc4d980d2-&mc_cid=ecc4d980d2&mc_eid=UNIQID




What questions do you have?

%
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